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„ THS PATHFINDER of THE SEAS" 








jot Blway8 acknowledged the greatness of their fellovmien. 
w .ric.n. have ^ ^ mUe there are ocoaaioa.1 movements 

tu * h,a b ’“ *«*• 8ervice ” of soms distinsuished B ° n ot tha Republic ’ 
toeard ^ to(Jay are practically by the American People- 

- - «—— p " ciai " ed - the ” 5r8at8st 
„ his times" but who is not familiar to his own oantrymen. 

“ , therefore our privilege to E ive the first national record in an American 

Historical icumal ef Com under Uatthew Stains haury, the American who charted the 

1.HS end th. currents of the Oce.net who gave to the world the new science of 


meteorology; who is in reality the father of the national Observatory at the seat 
of ear national Government and who originated the great system today is known a. 
the Teather bureau. 


There is no American whose service to his generation was so great and whose 
life at ho=« was spent in such seclusion; about him there was the modesty of great¬ 
ness, for as an American he refused the highest scientific honors of Europe and 
renounced wealth, fane and even a palace as the gift of an emperor, to pass his last 
it/e In the hills of Virginia that he loved. Our beloved West Virginia shares tliis 
f.'vr with Virginia, the Mother State. 

fri»ird of kings, he passed away in t : '0 beautiful little town of Lexington, 

' within the shadow of the gravos of Robert E. Lee and General Stonewall 


' cr . -'rough the Journal of Aoorican History the life and character of this 

, ‘ c ' n hue Just been completed. 

*•» 

r * *it*r la an authority in southern history Vho is intimately 

•tth those no, r .g «h«m Coiannniler Matthew Fontaine ~i»ury spent his 

life, , 

• rr *» J-rimte historical eourceo hue prepared thin record. 






i«n a movement hue uIbo been made for the erection 

plough this inV „ .... 

.u . r( .nt American, with an aporopriati.. n from the Congress of the 

f of B nonua«»t to the C ro 

. . hnt h0 go well served. 

F govemnent that he 

^ t e beginning of the'past century, on the 14th of January, 1806, only 
1 froa the city of Fredericksburg in the County of Sporrsylvania, Virginia, 

.Fontaine Maury. He came of goodly stock, for there mingled in his 

mis born jawwiion 

r - v re in equal parts, the sturdy religious life of the French Huguenots and the 
g- "*r-.ry of the English Cavalier. On hi9 mothers side he belonged to the dis¬ 
tinguished Finer family of Virginia, while his name bears testimony that his paternal 
•r.cestors were of the choice Huguenots who, from the persecutions of Catholic France 
stretched their anas to the new world. 

hen "aury was only five years old, hie parents went to Tennessee and settled 
re .r the present town of Franklin. There 'mid the forests of Tennessee in the days 
cf the early settlers, before advanced civilization had built her great highways of 
trv.-'i or her schools of learning, there grew up the lad who was to become the 

•Pathfinder of the Sea". 

the early educational advantages of young L'aury, but an accident in 
hl * r0uVn to disqualify him for farm life, led his father to give him 

•» •Wsr*.unity at Harpeth Academy. 

-.'ity of h a mind brought him into the special notice of his in- 
*-ho 'lusociatlon ripened into life long friendship. 

-*/■ ■ Tt-rm-rd Bishop or Tennessee, und Vfillinm C. Hasbrouck, to 

.his work on "Tho physical Googruphy of the Sea" were his 

>' ■ *ny. "nury's ambition who for u couroo at Wout Point but his 

ash 

, '* 1 ' J >llB ‘ Y*»ung Vnury left )»••*,„ wit>» 9 Ub Ale father's bleseinc 

* he eoui’ht an a jit.ol ntmon t in the Nnvy. In 1825 an 

^ lift cf 

,r '•'thww Ihury reoolvad hie ap ointoont to tho United States 
*• un the frigate "Brandywine". 

- , t A**4e*y, f«r It W*B raury htmnelf who flret advocated 


l’--X . evwriwoeitl ochool at Anapolle. 


miscellaneo; 
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t for N’ovnl honors, must needs prosecute his studies amid 


econo® 


f tictive so® service. It at once became evident that tiaury 


hsd 


the tr > inS th0 theory and practivo of hie profession. 

solved to o®9 tor 

- that early poroid relate that on the round spot of the quarter - 
5 ,is conrad® 9 01 _ 

his diagrams in s P herical trigonometry to enable him, when on duty 
,. c k, h« chslkpd 11 ... 

to employ the precious moments in useful study. It chanced that 

^cinC to «nd » r0 > 

. .. B - r of his service, the "Brandywine" bore LaFayette from his visit 

during --?'® fir0 • 


to this country. 

"rad'tion tells us that the distinguished Marquis spoke many pleasant and en- 
c „ r „,.. - words to the studious midshipman. In 1826, Maury was transferred to the 
T - 0 :-sar "Vinciennes" —about to make a cruise around the world. The opportunities 
for study on this voyage were much to his advantage, and on his return home, he was 


r«c.dy for his examinations. 

In 1331, he was appointed master of the slocp-of war Falmouth" which had been 
ordered to Pacific waters. He at once sought diligently for information as to the 
best ir.ck for his vessel, but no reliable charts for his guidance were in existence. 
« tee- ly realized that here -was a great need to be supplied and hie hold and active 
ns.- forthwith began to grap le with the problem of ocean charts. 

aii vogage he observed the curious phenomenon of the low barometer off Cape 
rr i ’-d 'rot« upon tho subject his first scientific paper and it was at t his tine 
• -■»*• '■* his textbook on navigation. 

I '.r ho-* for a t.mo in 1834, two import nt events occurred. He was married 
- l-'J* Herndon of Vr«dorlckshurg, Virginia. From this tine on v:e find much of 
' • Ilf" woven into the history of the old ’Burg on the Rappahannock. The 

..''••• r* rkod thin your ut homo, »/ o th* publicntioB of his first book, 

l " '' '‘*-i. ti n, which boon me for many yonrn a text bo k in the United 
1 w * in *w« ry weeential pertlouler outlined by Matthew tfcury. 

11 • - • vision fr m heaven with blessing* to earth, end ho foiled not 

1 

t> ' • heopl*. o un hie return from tho Brussels Conference to 

, Ia4er. th h nor* that tHury stood clearly before the world. 


' wt 








-- J - 
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th»n 


ffi«nd fr 

Van 


sciences of hydrography nnd meteorology". No loss a man 

of the 

][unbolt declared him the "father of a new ecience", and was dis - 


, his 90 th year wrote him a fervid letter of congratulation. 

, ., he( « i»ron i" 

no hot pot of chnrt9 and instruments entrusted to the young lieutenant 

-he e i^P 10 1,0 ‘ 


In 


. vwl observatory, with the great man of science as its superintendent. 

this national Observatory under :aury, outlined and comprehended, 
;>jhington is divided into four separate departments. Science has con- 


dat new _ , 

i er boon upon the world than the great ocean cables, that flash t.ie 

f fl rred no grea^v 

.. «« the genius of Commander Maury that from all this dry data brought forth, 

ne* 5 *- *’ • i i«* ■ ■ 

^ sei#ntific deductions that revolutionized the ship sailing of the world. 

-15 tool fora in a series of six charts and eight large folio volumes of "Sailing 
DirM tion-, that comprehended all waters in every dine where fly the white sails 
civilised coerce. The charts are known as "Maury's wind and <mrrents chart", 
tzi are styled "Track Charts," "Thermal Charts," and "Storm and Rain Charts." 

7 ey exhibit with wonderful accuracy, the winds and currents, their force and 
iirecxioe at different seasons of the year, the temperature of the service waters, 

• Its and trade winds, the rains and the storms. 

Ik. ,r. of "Selling Directions" and are brim full of the most 

«l«bl. raotlo .1 informtion, nnd ere treasures to every intelligent seaman. 

‘it t-M ehm. end directions. the navigator knowe for each season, nnd in all 
* <M w-r. h. h., b .. t ch « nc „ r or ,, ..1ft and safe voyeS=- s °«° ii8 “ ° f th * 
~«*eUMw4 sen he formed from the .tenement that 20,000 copie. of "Sailing 
*'**'' "■ Mr. di.truut.4 gratuitously to th. io.rotont ».e..l.. 

KMIU .1 „, uU w tb . nnvlgator of th. of thi. gr«*t 

"f ,h. Un- ha, t h.t l» th. net dim.1t of all .~-.oy.go.. 

** *"» - I-t l. dan-rn.' ..■ Oepd «w». *• *•» 

*••••. -a ,, u .„ „.d ,h.t in short wring «>• ti». and l...«,ln a 

w —in. t. th. -'W 


»». 







• olle Y. KcLaugnUn 
- - 1 * nt.nn. >'f. ^ ° • __ 


tr oops on 

drirt ei 


c f Jlaury' 8 work xme f,hown when °* °ne occasion, the "San Francisco" 
hoard was severely damaged in an Atlantic hurricane. The helplest 


to the sea. 

-y of the l!avy appealed to Lteury, who estimated where wind and 


* 0 *»vr OI mo iiv* ■ j f / j wuv oobtuiabou tmci o wxuu unw 

-he Se= re “ ary 

on a helpless wreck, would drift the vessel. V/ith a blue pencil 

_,ve up 

* . .„nt on his chart. To this spot relief was sent, and the survivors 

h« ter*** * h9 ' p 

rescued* 

h ; s "physical Geography of the Sea", in his discussion of "Sea Routes", 

-•- ; s to say: "So to shape the course on voyages as to make the most 
, -i=-s ar.d currents at sea, is the navigator's art. How the winds blow and the 
. .....3 flov along this route is no longer a matter of opinion or subject of specula- 
hi*. a rEtver of certainty determined by actual observation. The winds and the 
i daily encountered by hundreds who have sailed on the same voyage before him 

•_ : •: * distance cede good’ by each From day to day, have been tabulated and 
ar.-a.-r-d for the mariner; nay, his path has been literally blared through the winds 
Jsr «&■ a n 8 posts have been 3 et up on the waves, and finger-boards plant— 

•—* tiblea furnished for the trackless waste." 

" ' - ‘ r.nl character of the work soon led to an international conference. 

** ! * -ry*. instance that in 1853 the United States called the celebrated Brussels 

It ra, a notable gathering of scientific men. Nearly every important 

* there re P reeont«d and a systematic plan of co-operation provided. 

” * * 1 • conference that Maury advocated the extension of the same system of 

" ■'*' 9 ‘ -rvatl n. to land also and thus form a wither bureau, helpful to 
a. continued to urge nnd agitate in-bio pap«r» and nddrcssosall 
* ‘ ->tll v , ry clo0 , of M „ Ufa. The gHeat Signal Service and 

*'***• •-f.efuUy oj.eret.d In the world today front continent to continent 

*' '** 4 ** U Heary, tor the great Atlantic cable i. one of the 

K ** w •> 


1 f l»e fr hie anvil ae he wrought. 

»r viw See meteorology he founded the —y to the 




l«stic '-eve. 










- 6 - 


r 


^gter of ii P ur0 Knglioh fitjle ho sot8 before us the marvelous phenomena 

ef «rth and ««• '■ 

outer of n P urr English style he sets before the marvelous phenomena of earth 

. and air, in thought and language that flows deep and strong, and warm and 
. giving like the great current of the Gulf Stream. 

,, 0 American ha9 ever received higher testimonials from foreign contries; 

- i-s of Knighthood wore bestowed upon him by the Emperor of Russia, King of Den- 
• - -j ring of Portugal, King of Belgium and Emperor of France, v/hile other countries 
s:r-ck gold medals in his honor. The Pope sent him a full set of all the medals struck 
. his pontificate and l.iasimilian decorated him with the "Crest of our lady 
iii;; ,?•. By special request Alexander Von Humbolt bestowed upon him the 
•;es=os ••.dal", struck in honor of the great Baron. It is the only duplicate of 
that aeiil in existence. 

Tr.s Cambridge University of England conferred on him the degree of L.L.D. 
taid that ia Berlin there stands a statue to his memory. Thus Kings, to do 
' w, toak delight. The only civilized nation that has withheld adequate 
^ of his services has been the government of the United States. All 

c -« to him from his own government has been the meager pay of his rank 
*• v *» %w j. 

‘ r • - Capital City where for twenty years his great brain projected influence 
' **• *'• whole civilized world today, and arc the very honor and glory 

u«, lh . r . . t „ l4 , „ MEIOrU l „f hi. ..rvioa, no bronr. or mrbl. to 
" “• T „. r . I. n<rt « kwi -or n portrait in th. Nttiowl 

work done. \ 

-it- MU it. ,UtlM» ut*J. a -""'* 11 "’' d 111 * s,a 

W -** —• tkr„«k to M «o»«n «*• *“• Uo ” lt “ r 

1 tot *u. tn. *“* 

Ml or n . **. •° il “I 

— «- ~r, ...... ,w * h * r “ UB<1,r ° f ,W ‘" ” i0 " C " 




the Bind with thoir wonders 

^ a 8ha < u S h t 


* 


^rih. 

rw 


and 


clains of Maury for recognition at 


bleB8 i«g. 


'° the endo of 


tl,e hand e 


M or any - we,.;;;; of tw - «*. „ 8t 

| , rests upon a service that ^ ^ "« tear t ht ^ ^ ^ 

. „-*■_IL.1 . a P r ODfi»~t.. 


— •" and Drnn 

rest stars that adorn the * y ’ * t 

° risa «f Peace, 


hat is 


Do 


:*UTJ is one of the greatest names thn + PeaC * # 

nat adorrsthe hi t 

tiiri the naice of Maury is forgotten i*, u 8 ° ry ° f Vir ginia. 

hl8 own land. I t I, , 

-res: science ever to be lost +« t cloael y " oVen 

the world. 

The Congress of Meteorology must render + ,, 

^ . . Hg1 ° 6 naiBe of Maury a tribute of 

:«iaad gn.itude, as the founder of our scia^^ 

science and the highest honor for his 

in ever > department of this science. 




